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THE WHITE HOUSE * 

• • 

WASHINGTON 


v ypg^ > E>tS^ET , /SENSITIVE 


July 15, 1969 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM; Henry A. Kissinger 


SUBJECT: 


Proposed Special Letter for Delivery 
by M. Sainteny 


Attached is a copy of the letter I propose to have Sainteny 
deliver in Paris to the other side. 


I will bring the original to you for signature before 
Sainteny departs if you agree. 


Approve 


Disapprove 


Attachment 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I realise that it is difficult to communicate meaningfully 
across the gulf of four years of war. But precisely 
because of this gulf, I wanted to take this opportunity to 
reaffirm in all solemnity my desire to work for a just 
peace. 1 deeply believe that the war In Vietnam, has gone 
on too long and delay in bringing it to an end can benefit 
no one -- least of all tho people of Vietnam. My speech 
on May 14 laid out a proposal which 1 believe is fair to all 
parties. Other proposals have been made which attempt 
to give the people of South Vietnam an opportunity to choose 
their own future. These proposals take Into account the 
reasonable conditions of all sides. But we stand ready to 
• discuss other programs as well, specifically the 10-point 
program of the NLF. 

As Z have said repeatedly, there is nothing to be gained j§ 

by waiting. Delay can only increase the dangers and 
multiply the suffering. 

The time has come to move forward at the conference 
table toward an early resolution of this tragic war. You 
will find us forthcoming and open-minded In a common 
effort to bring the blessings of peace to the brave people 
of Vietnam. Let history record that at this critical 
juncture, both sides turned their face toward peace 
rather than toward conflict and war. 

Sincerely, 


His Fxcellency 
Ho Chi Mink 
President 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi 





